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It was not easy being a lakeshore community in the decades after World War II. The sixties and the
seventies were not easy anywhere, of course, as America experienced the Civil Rights movement, the
assassinations of John and Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther King, the Vietnam War, and the Watergate affair.
These events charged the atmosphere here as elsewhere. Young residents of Dune Acres and their parents faced
the Draft or it alternatives, residents were shocked by a racially inspired murder in a tavern just down the road
on Highway 12, were shaken when students at Valparaiso University burned a building on campus after Kent
State. All of this must be remembered as part of the tense and turbulent milieu in which local crises arose and
were being addressed.

Dune Acres was faced with a series of pressures from 1950 to 1980 which ranged from the merely
bothersome to those that threatened the existence of the town. Some were shared with other lakefront
communities, Ogden Dunes and Beverly Shores; others were uniquely ours. The great issue of these decades
was, of course, the future of the southern shore of Lake Michigan: was it to be completely industrialized, or
could the Dunes be preserved as a natural area?

The struggle began with a proposal in 1949 to construct a port at Burns Ditch that could accommodate
ocean going vessels. The purpose of the port was to bring more industry to the Indiana lakeshore, specifically
steel mills (which needed cheap transportation by water). Proponents of the port anticipated that dunes and
wetlands along the shore would be cleared to make way for factories and mills. In opposition to the port, there
emerged the counterforce of "Save the Dunes”, a movement whose purpose was to preserve the land along Lake
Michigan in its natural state.

The Save the Dunes Council was formed on June 20, 1952, by 25 women, most of them from Ogden

Dunes and Dune Acres. (The first Treasurer was Gertrude Conklin of Dune Acres, a Ph.D. in medieval history
and former faculty member of the University of Chicago.) The Council began with a limited purpose: the
education of the public as to the importance of the Dunes. In 1953, however, it made a strategic move -~ the
area south of Dune Acres (now known as Cowles Bog) came up for tax sale, and the Council hurriedly raised
the money and bought the land. But events quickly moved beyond the Council's otherwise deliberate pace.
The Indiana legislature and governors were taking an active interest in the Port; rumors were thick that
Bethlehem Steel Corporation was buying up choice dune lands. In fact, the decade of the '50's was full of
rumors and alarms. Stories were rife of blind trusts being used to acquire dunelands, the Murchesons (a
wealthy, well-known Texas family) were said to be involved, Midwest Steel was reported to be planning a mill
on its property near Ogden Dunes, the steel companies were thought to be hand in glove with the State of
Indiana in pushing the Port. If you lived in Dune Acres then, unsettling rumors came thick and fast. And they
turned out to be true. Bethlehem announced in 1956 that it had, partly through a blind trust, acquired over
9,000 acres between Ogden Dunes and Dune Acres. Midwest Steel revealed plans for a mill near Ogden Dunes,

- and NIPSCO began construction of two coal burning generators on its Bailly site next to Dune Acres. Both steel
companies sold land to the State of Indiana for the port.

The Lake Michigan shore was going very fast to the industrialists. Local, regional and state politicians
favored the development as did businessmen in Chesterton, Porter, and other local communities. (The mayors
of Gary, Hammond and East Chicago opposed the Burns Ditch sitesthey wanted one built in the East Ch.icago
area.) The Indiana delegation in Congress and the governors and legislature of Indiana were solidly behind the
port. Especially potent was Charlie Halleck, leader of the House Republicans, whose district included Porter
County and thus the central dunes. ’




Dune Acres residents, most of whom had supported the park concept, were now put to the test. Were
they s_ti.ll for this park if Dune Acres were so reduced in size as to be no longer a viable community? Emotions
ran high, and conflicts were deep as the issue was discussed in 1961 and 1962. A few committed
conservationists favored the bill, believing that such sacrifices had to be made to get the park. The great
majority of residents were against the inclusion of Dune Acres in the park, but differed as to the exact stance
the Town should take. The Town Board (Philipp Brockington, President, Robert Bonin, Dwight Sanders)
opposed the bill in its entirety. Brockington appeared before a Senate Subcommittee on February 17, 1962, and
speaking officially for the Town, opposed the establishment of a national lakeshore. Immediately, residents
werela.roused either in support of or opposition to the Board's action. Led by Tom Washburn, a group circulated
a petition which was signed by 107 residents and property owners, repudiating the Board's action and
supporting the Park itself if Dune Acres were omitted from it. Conflicting statements, petitions, and letters
flooded Washington from residents, but in the end it didn't mafter. The bill was not passed.

The year 1963 was one of vain efforts and sometimes Utopian dreams. The main effort of the Save the
Dunes Council and Senator Douglas was to solve the Port problem by moving its location from Burns Dich to
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